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“To the Editor

ThIS has been a dreadfulyear for the state of Rhode Island, one
of the very few states to be-running a deficit. We have just passed
a budget that has level funded education, increased many fees and
used ‘onetime tobacco settlement money to plug the hole in onr
operating budget But, ag is our custom, we have done nothing to
-curb. legislative spending. In.addition, we are increasing the judi-

'c1a1'y budget, including allocating funds to build a new courthouse -

: m the Blackstone Valley. Where are our priorities?

-The Rhode Island General Assembly is one of the most gener:
-ous of all'state legislatures when it comes to its‘own budget. Data
" from the National Council .of State Leg;slators ‘shows that in

'20(}5',:,Rhode Island .was rated second in:per capita spendmg on
- legislative branch: spendmg, just over $23 per-person in the state,
. where the neighboring: state of Massachusetts, with a full time leg-
- islature, spends just over $8. And, states with similar populations
'spent 1 ‘much-less, Delaware with' $12 and New Hampshire with less
than; $9 ’Fo ‘make’ matters- worse, : since ‘that : time, ‘we - have

increased. our. budget from $25 million to the budget fof next year |

- of $36 million; over a 30-percent increase in just over three years!

In this time. of dire ﬁscal stra1ts for otir state 1 feel this is irre- -

ponsible to say the least;
ntly facing; are in large part caused by the enormous tax burden

e'_'.Th1s makes our, state ‘less'appealing to homeown-
and: busmess owners, One Teason our taxes are so

.'--.-_-place to start. -

s During the, budget debate I submltted an amendment to take
& just_ $3 million from the legislative budget and use the money to pay -

»-the school districts for" extraordinary expenses for special educa-
“tion. That cut would have been paid for by agreeing to have legisla-
tors co-share for the medical expenses and also do away with many
‘of the legislative grants that are given out each year with no over-
--sight or accountability from ‘the’ receiving groups. It would have
o all: start toia very: b1g problem but it: would have at lea_.st

T W, ther 'omg to be a figw commission o study an
8 expanswn of the Statehouse?: What is our: thmkmg here? Rather

- than a commission to- study the expansion of the Statehouse, I will -
legislation:

5 o;;study how we can

shouid demand _nothmg léss from thelr elected leaders. .. - .

Rep Susan Story
' R-Dist, 66

& _fmanc1a1 problems that Rhode Island has been and is cur-

ecause our part “time: leglslature costs the taxpayers three
miich’ as. the fall-time Massachusetts. legislature costs.
avers. If ‘we ‘want to make our state more competitive -
Viassachusetts; whlch would help us bring in more tax dok
ithout having to taise taxes, then we need to get each depart-

ent-and ‘each branch .of government to-control jts: spending. -
2 s1denng ‘the .enormous growth -in legislative. spending- in |

ent years, T would suggest that the legislature would be agood |

+ effort, not: part ‘of: the problem js~'1t has been ‘Rhode Tslanders’
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d on the shoulders of all.who work, live or operate a . -




